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Dear Parents, 

On behalf of the Marcy Elementary School’s faculty and staff, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of 
you and your families a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

In December the Marcy Elementary School hosted its Winter Concert. The concert was enjoyed by all. The 
fourth and fifth graders did a wonderful job! It was nice to see so many family members and friends at the per-
formance. We are proud of our school’s Music Program. Our PTO also hosted our annual Breakfast with Santa. 
It is always enjoyable to see the smiles on the students’ faces during this festive event. I would like to extend 
my appreciation to our PTO for their hard work and efforts to provide these wonderful opportunities for our 
students. 

Please mark your calendar! Our Parents as Reading Partners (PARP) will begin on Wednesday, January 7, 
2015. Our theme for this year will be “Cozy Up to a Good Book.” We are planning many engaging activities to 
encourage our students to read. More information will follow in the near future. Also, please note the date 
change for Superintendent’s Day scheduled in March. The date was originally scheduled for March 20, 2015. 
However, it has been changed to March 13, 2015. There will be no school for students on that day. 

Other important dates to remember: 

January 6, 2015  Board Meeting 
January 7, 2015  PARP begins 
January 15, 2015  Marcy PTO Meeting, 6:30 
January 19, 2015  Dr. Martin Luther King Day, No school 
January 20, 2015  Board Meeting 
January 23, 2015  PTO PARP Family Event 
January 26, 2015  Kindergarten Registration 
February 3, 2015  Board Meeting 
February 6, 2015  Report Cards go home 
February 11, 2015  Beginning Orchestra and Band Concert, 6:00, Marcy 
February 16-20, 2015 Mid-Winter Break 
February 24, 2015  Board Meeting 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call me at 315 
266-3420. I believe that communication is the key to successfully reaching our com-
mon goal which is to do what is best for our children! 

Warm Regards, 

Kim M. Newton 

Principal 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Identify, Purpose, Critical 

Attributes 

The mission of all Whitesbo-

ro Elementary Schools as a 

community of students, 

educators, staff and fami-

lies, is to build a strong 

foundation for life-long 

learning that ensures each 

student’s academic success, 

as well as physical, social 

and emotional well being in 

a safe, nurturing and stim-

ulating environment. 



P A G E  2  M A R C Y  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

PTO MEETING 

Thursday, January 15, 2015 

6:30 p.m. 

Marcy Cafeteria 

BOX TOPS for EDUCATION & LABELS for EDUCATION!!!! 
 

Please don’t forget to clip box tops and send them to school.  

We raised over $2,000 last year through this program. 

MARCY PTO News…….. 

PROPER DRESS FOR WINTER: 

Weather permitting, children will go outside for recess for approximately 20 minutes or less.  Please 

make sure your children are properly dressed for the conditions.  Boots and gloves are required or 

your child will sit out for recess during winter months.  Children with a history of asthma would 

benefit by protecting their nose and mouth with either a scarf or neck muff while they are in the 

cold air.  Please consider sending extra socks and pants to be used if they get wet during recess. 

SCHOOL ABSENCE: 

Please remember to call the nurse @ 266-3424 if your child is going to be absent.  You may call this 

number night or day and leave a voice mail with your student’s name, teacher and reason for ab-

sence. 

AGENDA 

 PARP Family Night—

January 23, 2015 

 Marcy March Madness 

Fundraiser—Feb/March 

2015 

SCHOOL CALENDAR CHANGE 

There will be a change in the school calendar 

for the  month of March.   

 

The original date of Friday, March 20, 2015 for Superintendent’s 

Conference Day, is being changed to Friday, March 13, 2015, for the 

District.  We will now be a full day of school for students on          

Friday, March 20, 2015.   



A Note from the School Nurse— Mrs. Loomis 
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A NOTE FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE —MRS.  PASQUARELLI  

J A N U A R Y  &  F E B R U A R Y  

FEBRUARY IS DENTAL HEALTH MONTH 

PREVENTION 
 

Prevention of dental cavities and maintaining good oral health is important.  I have read that 

some dentists suggest that a first dental visit should be six months after the eruption of the first 

tooth. 

Listed below are some good habits that can be established to help prevent tooth decay: 

 ►  Use fluoride toothpaste and rinses 

 ►  Regular brushing at least two times per day 

 ►  Healthy eating: 

  water instead of sugar drinks or soda 

  fresh fruit and vegetables for snacks 

  limit juice 

  avoid foods that stay in mouth (hard candy, gummy fruit snacks, etc) 

  remember that dried fruits are mostly sugar 

 ►  Regular dental appointments 
 

EMERGENCIES 
 

It is a good idea to keep your dentist’s telephone number with you, as emergencies often happen 

away from home. 

Toothache 

 Clean area around affected tooth.  Rinse mouth with warm water.  If face is swollen,  

 apply  cold compresses.  Call your dentist.  DO NOT place aspirin on the gum or in the 

 tooth. 

Cut or bitten tongue, lip or cheek 

 Apply ice and apply pressure to the area if bleeding is present.  If bleeding cannot be  

 controlled by simple pressure, seek medical attention. 

Fractured tooth 

 If fracture is large enough so that the nerve is exposed, call dentist immediately.  Save   

 any fragments in container with some milk. 

Knocked out permanent tooth 

 Find tooth, handle by crown NOT by root, place in container with milk.  Call dentist  

 immediately for further directions. 



KINDERGARTEN JANUARY— January is the beginning of a new year and the children will be making their own resolutions.  

Our science lessons will focus on our snowy weather, including animals in winter, and the properties of water.  We will be learn-

ing about Martin Luther King Jr. and his dream in social studies.  For math we will be making addition stories, writing numbers 

0-15 correctly and identifying higher numbers 11-31.  We will begin writing our first and last names properly as well as journal 

writing will be a focus this month.  KINDERGARTEN FEBRUARY— Will the groundhog see his shadow on Monday, February 

2?  Classes will be predicting whether he will see his shadow and graphing the results.  Students will learn about Presidents Abra-

ham Lincoln and George Washington and compare the similarities and differences in their lives.  In celebration of Valentine’s 

Day, the classes will reflect on the special people and events in their lives.  We look forward to celebrating the 100th day of school.  

Ask your child to count to 100 by 1’s and 10’s.   

GRADE 1 JANUARY—This month we will be studying the topic of “Matter, Motion, and Magnets.”  We will conduct experi-

ments and learn how matter can change form.  We will begin reading from our third Storytown book and continue to develop 

our reading strategies and sight word vocabulary.  Our study in math will build upon our knowledge of addition and subtraction 

concepts, counting pennies and nickels and comparing numbers.       GRADE 1 FEBRUARY— Students will be exploring tradi-

tional February topics and holidays such as Groundhog’s Day, Valentine’s Day and President’s Day.  Concepts and skills in Lan-

guage Arts, Math, Social Studies and Science will be integrated with these topics.  We will also begin a Science unit on the study 

of animals which will include learning about their habitats and adaptations.  We look forward to the 100th day of first grade!  Par-

ents may help their child by reading the teacher’s newsletters and discussing the activities we do in class with their children. 

GRADE 2 JANUARY—In January second graders will continue to write paragraphs.  The three types that we will focus on are 

the Opinion/Point of View, the Narrative, and the Informative.  We will also learn how to use dictionaries and encyclopedias.  

Some of the other topics we will read and write about include the new year, winter and Martin Luther King, Jr.  In science, we 

will be sorting and measuring.  In addition to reviewing daily math concepts, please continue to practice addition/subtraction 

flash cards at home.  GRADE 2 FEBRUARY—February brings excitement as the 100th day of school arrives.  We will be celebrat-

ing this day with special activities.  In math, we will continue to focus on adding and subtracting with regrouping and learning 

facts.  Please continue to practice flash cards at home.  Some of our language arts activities will focus on Valentine’s Day, Dental 

Health Month, and President’s Day.  In social studies, we are learning about different types of landforms, bodies of water and 

natural resources.  In science, we will begin to study different forms of energy. 

GRADE 3 JANUARY—  In Math, we will continue to use multiplication to solve multi-step story problems.  We will begin divi-

sion as well as the understanding of fractions.  It is essential that the students are fluent with their addition/subtraction facts and 

begin to be fluent with multiplication facts.  We will continue to write a variety of writing pieces, and focus on writing an opinion 

point of view piece.  In social studies, we will continue to infuse map skills with a study of a particular country.  In science, we 

will begin our study of electricity.  Continue to read at home for fluency.   GRADE 3 FEBRUARY—This month marks our 100th 

day celebration.  We will also be learning about multiplication, money, and problem solving strategies.  During social studies, we 

will be studying various countries China, Italy and Japan. In addition, we will continue practicing descriptive writing and will 

introduce writing an opinion/point of view paragraph in language arts.  Students may also explore other February topics such as 

black history and Presidents George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  In science, we will continue our work on the study of 

electricity.  We will continue to work on cursive writing.   

GRADE 4 JANUARY-  Fourth graders will continue working on multiplication of larger numbers and long division. Please 
remember to continue reviewing all math facts with your child. In reading, we will work on fact and opinion, graphic 
sources, cause and effect, and generalizing.  Students will also continue writing with text evidence.  We will begin our study 

of erosion, weathering, and rock formations in science.  Thank you for your continued support!  GRADE 4 FEBRUARY-  In 
math, we are still working on long division, as well as many types of word problems.  Please continue to review all math 
facts.  In social studies we will learn about colonial America.  Fourth graders will work on sequencing, comparing and con-
trasting, graphic sources, and literary elements in reading.  Please encourage your child to read every night. 

GRADE 5 JANUARY-  Students will be starting their study of Chemistry by investigating the properties of matter, deter-
mining the identity of mystery powders and crystals and perhaps growing crystals of their own.  In Math, students will be 
working on division of decimals, evaluating algebraic expressions, patterns, and number relationships, as well as beginning 
our fraction unit.  In Social Studies, students will be studying Canada, the United States and South America.  ELA finds stu-
dents reinforcing the focus skill through the use of Reading Street.  In addition, students will be selling yearbook ads as our 

last major fundraiser for the Boston Class Trip.  GRADE 5 FEBRUARY-  Students are busy working on their chemistry 

unit exploring elements, compounds and mixtures. Using the scientific method and correct safety procedures, students are 
investigating and identifying mystery powders, crystals, liquids, and gases.  In Math we are focusing on geometry, and frac-
tions.  In Social Studies we will continue to explore the relationship between Canada, the United States and South America.  
Students will continue to work on their reading comprehension and writing skills in ELA.  In addition, students are selling 
yearbook ads to complete funding for the Boston Class Trip.  
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NO SCHOOL ON 

MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2015 -  MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR DAY 

February 16-20, 2015  - MID-WINTER RECESS 

WINTER CONCERTS 
♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫ 

 BEGINNING BAND/ORCHESTRA CONCERT 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2015 

6:00 P.M.—Marcy Auditoria  

♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫  ♫ 

As always, the performing groups are working hard to prepare excellent programs for your 

enjoyment.  In order to show our appreciation, we will review concert etiquette with students 

including the following: 

        ►  Remain seated throughout the concert (other than emergency situations). 

       ►  Do not talk while groups are performing. 

         ►  Applaud at the end of each selection. 

EXTRA CLOTHES 

We do not have extra clothes 

for accidents or playground 

mishaps.  Parents should con-

sider sending extra socks, 

pants, etc., to school to be 

kept in your child’s backpack 

for these small emergencies. 

PARENTS AS READING PARTNERS 

We encourage families to set aside 15 minutes a day for at least 5 days a week to 

share reading.  More information on activities will come later! 

January 7—28, 2015 

NEWS FROM THE CAFETERIA 

“COZY UP TO A GOOD BOOK” 

School Closing Due to Weather Conditions/Emergencies 

Occasionally, it may be necessary to close school or delay its opening.  To know if school will be de-

layed or closed, you should listen/watch: 

 WIBX-950 AM   WOUR-96.9 FM   WUTR-TV 

 WRUN-1150 AM   WFRG-104.3 FM   WKTV Utica 

 WTLB-1310 AM   WUUU-93.5 FM   WIXT-TV Syr. 

 WADR-1480 AM   WKLL-94.9 FM   WTVH Syr. 

If there is a one hour delay, students can not arrive prior to 10:00 a.m.  If it is a two hour delay, they 

can not be at school until 11:00 a.m. 



P A G E  6  M A R C Y  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

MARCY ACTIVITIES 
In our showcases for December the fourth graders displayed their Native American 

Projects.  It was a culminating activity to their unit on the Iroquois Indians of NYS, 

depicting clothing, food, shelter and village life.  All of the projects showed the 

wonderfully creative abilities of our students, with the help of their parents.  They 

were all truly amazing.  Congratulations to our fourth graders for a job well done! 



 

 

 

 

January, 2015 

 

Dear Marcy Elementary School Parent: 

 

Children who will be five years of age on or before December 1, 2015 are eli-

gible to enter kindergarten in September 2015.  If you have a child who will 

be eligible to enter kindergarten in September 2015, please take a moment 

to complete the information below so we will be able to send you our kin-

dergarten registration information in January. 
 

We would appreciate it if you would return this completed form as soon as 

possible.  If you know of any other child eligible for kindergarten, please 

have the parent contact our school office at 266-3422.  Thank you for your 

assistance as we plan for the instruction of our 2015-2016 kindergarten 

class! 

 

 
Child’s 

Name:_______________________________________________________________ 

                           First                             Middle                                Last 

 

Date of Birth:  ___________________ Please circle:       Male          Female 

 

Parent’s Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone:___________________________________________________________ 



Every month we will be announcing 

a student from each classroom who 

has been an outstanding citizen.  These      

students have repeatedly demonstrated great 

trustworthiness, respect, caring, responsibility, 

and fairness. 

DECEMBER CITIZENS OF THE MONTH 

VALERIE CIESLAK 

LORRON SANTOS 

ANTHONY TOBIASZ 

MATTHEW PRICE 

CAROLYN MANNA 

LORENA BRANCACCIO 

HANNAH SHULSKY 

JORDYN HOW
LETT 

ANGELYNA GRANIERO 

NIKITA CHOPKO 

TRENTON COOK 

EMILY COLUCCI 

LAYLA SYLVESTER 

JAYDEN BIES 

GRACE MAYNARD 

KADENCE HEINLEIN 



These students have repeatedly 

demonstrated great trustworthiness, 

respect, caring, responsibility,  

and fairness. 

JANUARY CITIZENS OF THE 
MONTH 

AMIRA SHEEHAN 

NICOLE SANTOS 

JAMIE DAUCH 

ELIZABETH FRIOT 

RYAN MARTIN 

DREW PALMER 

RAECHEL CRAIG 

THAD POTACZALA 

JILLIAN HUMPHREY 

REILLY MCDANIEL 

ELIJAH LINCOLN-ROBBINS 

JOSH BONO 

    PETER ALLEN 
 

BRADY COLBERT 

SEMIR MEHUROVIC 

KATIE MARTIN 


